
 

 

 

General overview: 
Terrorism, the calculated use of violence to create a general 
climate of fear in a population and thereby to bring about a 

particular political objective. It has been practiced by political 
organisations, by nationalistic and religious groups, by 

revolutionaries, and even by state institutions such as armies, 
intelligence services and police. 

History of terrorism 
Terror has been practiced by state and 
nonstate actors throughout history and 
throughout the world. Beginning from as 
early as an ancient Greek historian 
Xenophon (c.431-c.350 BCE) wrote the 
effectiveness of psychological warfare 
against enemy populations. Roman 
emperors such as Tiberius (reigned 14-37 
CE) and Caligula used banishment, 
expropriation of property and execution as 
means to discourage opposition to their 
rule. 

 

Stopping Terrorism 

Stopping terrorism requires tackling 

issues such as foreign fighters, border 

controls and cutting off funds. Learn about 

the EU’s counter terrorism policies. Security 

is a major concern for Europeans: the vast 

majority (77%) want the EU to do more to 

fight terrorism. EU measures to prevent 

new attacks run from more thorough 

checks at Europe’s borders, to better police 

and judicial cooperation on tracing suspects 

and pursuing perpetrators, cutting the 

financing of terrorism, tackling organised 

crime, addressing radicalisation and 

others. To prevent terrorists from 

circulating freely within the EU, several 

countries have introduced temporary 

controls at their borders. Parliament sees 

these internal border checks as unjustified 

and a danger and wants to allow them only 

as a measure of last resort. 

 

  

Reducing access to dangerous weapons: 
The revised firearms directive closes the 
legal loopholes which allowed terrorists 
to use reconverted weapons for example 
in the Paris 2015 attacks. It requires EU 
countries to have a proper monitoring 
system while keeping exceptions for 
hunters, museums and collectors. The 
vast majority of terrorist attacks in the EU 
were perpetrated using home-made 
bombs. It will be harder for terrorists to 
get hold of the ingredients needed to 
build explosives due to stricter rules 
agreed by parliament in April 2019. 
Preventing radicalisation: Terrorists and 
extremists use the internet to spread 
propaganda and radicalisation. 
Parliaments wants online companies like 
Facebook or YouTube to be obliged to 
remove terrorist content within one hour 
after receiving an order from relevant 
authorities. 

Key dates of worst terrorist attacks in 
history: 

• Air India Flight 182- plane destroyed 

with a bomb mid-air at 31,000 feet 
and crashed in the Atlantic Ocean, 
killed 329 

• September 11th attacks- destroyed 
twin towers, killed 2,996, injured more 
than 5,000 and destroyed property 
worth more than $10 billion. 

• 2007 Yazidi Communities bombings- 

killed an estimated 500 and wounded 
1,500 people. The blasts resulting 
from 2 tons of explosives crumbled 
buildings and trapped many beneath 
the wreckages. 

Answering- Who, Why, What, Where 
and When? 
Who: religious extremists and men or 
women with strong political or ideological 
views. 
Why: Some people want an issue they 
feel strongly about to be acknowledged 
on a large scale and want to prove a 
point. 
What: How can this issue be stopped or 
prevented? Why has it been going on for 
so long? Is it mostly used for religious 
reasons? 
Where: It happens all over the world for 
example, many developing countries and 
places like Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, 
Pakistan and Syria are also heavily 
affected. 
When: It has been going on for over 2000 
years and still today, it’s only getting 
worse. There was over 110 terror attacks 
in 2019. 
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