
Child Poverty in Greater Manchester 

Child poverty is an issue that the whole world faces every day. Millions of children are unemployed, 

starving and homeless, presented with the lack of food, shelter, sanitation, health care and 

education necessary to survive. Just a tram ride away, in the poorest parts of Greater Manchester, 

35% of children are living in poverty. In comparison with areas such as Salford and Stockport dealing 

with over 50% of children living in poverty, Hale sees the lowest proportion of kids living in low 

income families, with less than 1% of the total dealing with poverty. My aim is to help provide all 

children living in Greater Manchester with the same opportunities and potential to lead safe, happy 

and healthy lives. This means reducing disparities between different areas of the city whilst 

educating more people of the cruelties so many young people face. Now is the time to start 

recognising child hardship and overcome it with educated-fuelled support from everyone in Greater 

Manchester. After all, the most successful societies are those that are least polarised. 

I know it's hard to imagine what life is like for so many children, just a few streets away from some, 

when many of us at AGGS lead such privileged lives, but we must remember to not get so caught up 

in our own bubbles and must become more conscious of those who live very disparate lives. 

However, to be distracted by the comforts of our school and many of our homes, does not justify the 

very little action taken against this issue nor is an excuse to ignore and become disregarding of the 

lives in need of help. I believe little action in schools and young communities is taken due to the 

absence of education surrounding this topic and the stereotype given to the word poverty. Many 

don’t know, understand or can’t even comprehend the fact that child poverty is very much an issue 

in Greater Manchester as it is in countries like Kenya and Syria as these countries are the faces of 

what poverty is, be that on TV adverts, charity campaigns or posters. This makes it easy to believe 

child poverty is nowhere near as much of an issue here than it is in other parts of the world 

therefore, we don’t acknowledge and worry about it. Meanwhile, thousands of kids are unable to 

have access to such simple necessities just down the road from so many of us. Not only is it easy to 

forget what others don’t have, it’s even more easy to forget what we have. Whoever is reading this 

is reading it on a laptop, tablet or phone because I don’t have a printed-out version; they attend or 

teach at Altrincham Grammar School for Girls as I haven't sent it to anyone else; they must have a 

uniform or some nice clothes to come to work in as it’s mandatory; they get the opportunity to play 

sports as our school offers PE lessons and clubs, learn languages, laugh with friends; we all have so 

much more than so many and yet it is so easy to take these things for granted. To come to school 

where you can get a meal, feel safe, learn in such interactive and fun ways is something very few 

people have and will be able to experience ever. We need to stop failing to realise how different our 

lives could be and together fix the problem of child poverty. It is up to us to help save children’s lives 

across Greater Manchester. 

So why are so many children in Greater Manchester living in poverty? In 2014, 69% of people living 

in poverty were out of work, 14% were in work and the remaining 17% were classed as other poor. 

The majority of poverty-stricken children are born to poor parents. Therefore, the causes such as 

adult poverty, government policies, lack of education, unemployment, social services, disabilities 

and discrimination significantly affect the presence of child poverty. With 1 in 3 children living in 

poverty in the UK, it’s an issue we quickly need to recognise. To help, you can make a financial 

donation to charities dealing with child poverty such as Child Poverty Action Group, make a food 

donation to your local food bank or even take action and campaign. Anything to help bring 

awareness to what million so children suffer with each day, so close to home. 

 

 


