
 

FEMINISIM 
 
Feminism is the belief that men and women are equal and should have equal opportunities, 

not to be mistaken with “man-hating,” which it has recently been perceived as, due to the 

media sensationalising it like this. Even the word feminism has a negative stigma 

surrounding it, with over half of the women in society today not calling themselves a feminist 

due to the rising unpopularity of the word. 

 

Currently, there are laws for and against feminism, but it depends on where you are in the 

world. For example, in Iceland, women’s equality is protected by law. In the UK, women 

now have the vote, something which was sought after for years. Since then society has 

become fairer for us with the legislation of equality which started with the equal pay act of 

1970 (yet the gender pay gap is still very prominent in the UK.) The most recent part was 

about equality of Sexual Orientation Regulations 2007. Although, there are still many laws 

not in women’s favour, some as shocking as domestic abuse being decriminalised in Russia, 

with 1 in 4 women experiencing domestic abuse, this is ridiculous. Furthermore, in Sierra 

Leone, FGM (female genital mutilation) is still legal. FGM is gender-based violence, taking 

choices away from girls, preventing the loss of their virginity, so they are more “appealing” 

to men.  

 

Despite, still living in a patriarchal society, evidenced by the laws stated in my last 

paragraph, some people believe that we now live with total equality, If we live in an equal 

society, why is only 34% of the house of commons, women MPs? Women make up 51% of 

the UK’s society, yet we don’t have an equal representation in the UK Parliament, why? 

Moreover, there is evidence provided in many cases, but I am going to be talking about 

oppression caused by sexual harassment among teenagers. 

 

The google definition of sexual harassment is: 

“Sexual harassment is unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature which: 

violates your dignity, degrades or humiliates you and it can create a hostile or offensive 

environment.” 

 

Sexual harassment is more common among women than you would expect, with almost 81% 

of women reporting they have experienced some form of sexual harassment, with more 

women coming forward due to the spark in the #MeToo movement of 2017, a movement 

which encouraging women to come forward about their experience with sexual harassment 

and assault.  

 

Sexual harassment comes in many forms, it can be someone “cat-calling” you in the street, to 

Rape, which then becomes sexual assault, and from the research I conducted, it is easier to 

find information on, leaving sexual harassment in the shadows, making it a lot harder to 

identify, was it sexual harassment or am I overreacting? Which is one of the main reasons 

why victims do not come forward. 

 

Teenage Girls 14 to 17 years old are the most vulnerable to sexual assault and harassment, 

these statistics are publications from the UK parliament: 

 

• A survey of 14–21-year-olds by Plan UK in 2018 found that 38 percent of girls 

experience verbal harassment including sexual comments in public places at least 

once a month, while 15 percent are being touched, groped, or grabbed at least once a 

month. 

• 63 percent of girls and young women aged 13–21 experience not feeling safe walking 

home alone. 



 

 

  

With behaviour like this, being normalised, we need change our society, people need to speak 

out and be told they can, we need to grow as people, towards an equal society.  

 

Boys and girls growing up need to be taught about equality at school because in my 10 years 

of school, so far, I have learnt about sexism through books and the news, it has been touched 

on at school but I have never had a lesson fully-based on sexism in the modern day society, 

something that needs to change, but at least I am lucky enough to go to school, UNICEF 

believe that 132 million girls are out of school in the world, all due to gender-linked 

problems. 


