
 

Homelessness 

Facts and Stats 

In 2019, 8% of under 25 year olds were homeless within the United Kingdom. In total, 

that’s around 8,108 people sleeping rough each night within London and 3,292 are 

surviving without a home in Manchester. There has been 138% rise in homelessness 

since 2015 and there are variety of reasons why this happens. A survey was conducted 

within the key cities of Britain and over 25% of people suffered from domestic and 

family violence forcing them to flee their homes. A further 15% of people have 

financial difficulties, 10% have had a relationship or family breakdown, 5% have 

previously suffered from housing affordability stress and 26% are homeless for other 

reasons.  

People under 17 years of age are more likely to be victims of violence. More than one in 

three people sleeping rough have bee deliberately hit, kicked, spat on or experienced 

other forms of violence.  

 

Charities and Shelters 

NightStop is an organisation that runs across Bradford. There are many volunteers 

with a range of jobs. Young homeless people under the age of 25 go to a police station, 

who then notify someone on duty. This person then has to find a host (somebody who 

has opened their house up) who will allow this person to stay with them for a few 

nights. This organisation helps young people find a place to stay just for a few nights, 

proving them a sense of comfort and routine before they can find a stable home.  

 

Stories 

A war veteran had been homeless for 77 weeks. He served the British army for 11 

years in all sorts of locations ranging from Northern Ireland to Sierra Leone. One 

night, when he was sleeping outside a train station, a couple walked by in the rain. 

Neither had any coats and had foolishly forgotten to check the forecast. The homeless 

man, knowing what true kindness meant, offered them his blankets. The couple 

accepted and went home on the train. The next day they returned, finding the war 

veteran in the same spot, asking for money. They took him to their house, offering a 

place to stay until he had a steady income and could afford his own house. He stayed 

with them for several months and was finally able to afford to rent a cheap flat in 

Birmingham. They still keep on contact via regular visits and phone calls. Whenever any 

of them see a homeless person sleeping rough, they always offer their full support.   

  


