
Homelessness 

Abstract 

This article presents to the public what homelessness really is, how many are 

affected, what is being done to tackle it at the moment, what people who have 

suffered homelessness in the past think and my opinion on what can be done 

next.  

What is homelessness? 

Homelessness is a major issue we deal with all around the world. Globally, it is 

said that around 150 million people are homeless and 1.6 million people, more 

than 20 percent of the world's population, may lack adequate housing. You are 

probably wondering what is homelessness by definition? What are the different 

types? People can be categorized as homeless if they are living on the streets. 

This is something called primary homelessness. Others may be moving between 

temporary shelters, including houses of friends, family and emergency 

accommodation and this is labelled as secondary homelessness. In the UK alone, 

320,000 people are homeless. 5,000 are rough sleeping and between 2010 and 

2016, homelessness increased by a shocking 134%. This is an issue we need to 

deal with quickly and efficiently. No-one deserves to be living on the streets; 

unknowing of when their next meal may be.  

What others are doing to help now:  

There are many amazing charities and organisations that are trying their 

hardest to decrease homelessness. One of the leading organisations in the UK, 

at the moment, is Crisis. They hold online and public campaigns to help out the 

homeless. One of their more recent campaigns is to scrap the Vagrancy Act, 

which criminalises people for sleeping rough and begging. Another organisation is 

the Centrepoint Homeless Charity who help to raise money for young homeless 

people that range from teenagers to young adults. They aim to provide safe and 

warm rooms for the homeless.  

 

What people affected by homelessness think: 

An abundant amount of people that were homeless now speak on it. They are 

trying to educate the public about the significance of it and how dangerous and 

frightening it can be. Someone that grew up homeless in their teenage years 

says ‘People think it can never happen to them, but it can, in the blink of the 

eye.’  



This shows that the homeless haven’t necessarily done anything specific that 

could have pushed them to be homeless such as spending all their income on 

drugs or gambling, it portrays to us that being homeless can happen to anyone, 

anytime, no matter what they’re doing. Another says ‘Being on the street wore 

me down. I slept in car parks; you wake up freezing with no public toilets open.’ 

This person also believes that schools should do more to educate their students 

about money management and how important it is to be smart with your 

spending. 

 

My aim: 

My aim is to tackle homelessness as much as possible by offering temporary 

shelter. There are many buildings that have been on the market for rent or sale 

that have not been bought or rented for a long amount of time. Though it may 

be a problem for many owners to offer their properties as it could hurt them 

economically, their properties could be used for the homeless to live in whilst 

they try and get back on their feet. Especially in the winter when there are 

freezing temperature and perilous conditions. We would need a group of 

volunteers to give up their time and help organise and make the properties 

suitable to stay in. Donations could be helpful to buy items such as blankets, 

pillows, food and drink. Though internal heating could be expensive and difficult 

to handle, just the idea of the homeless having a secure shelter over their head 

is enough. We would have to make sure these buildings are safe to stay in and 

aren’t presenting us with extra threats such as leaks or mould.  

 

 

 


