
knife Crime in the UK 

Knife legislation is defined as the body of statutory law or case law promulgated or enacted by a 

government or other governing jurisdiction that prohibits, criminalizes, or restricts the otherwise 

legal manufacture, importation, sale, transfer, possession, transport, or use of knives. In the UK it's 

illegal to sell knives to anyone under 18,( unless it has a folding blade) to carry a knife in public 

without good reason, to carry buy or sell any type of banned knife or to use any knife in a 

threatening way. The maximum penalty for an adult carrying a knife is 4 years in prison and an 

unlimited fine. You’ll get a prison sentence if you’re convicted of carrying a knife more than once. 

Children as young as 13 are being stabbed in a tide of violence that is sweeping Britain, the numbers 

are increasing each week and concerns are arising to the police. Knife crime offences have risen to 

the highest in 2019, the office for natural statistics (ONS)said that the figures went up 7% compared 

to the previous 12 months. This increase in knife crime can also been seen on a local level, as it was 

reported last month number of people punished for possessing or threatening someone with a knife 

has risen in Hull and East Yorkshire. In London alone this year there has been 43 stabbings, the most 

recent being yesterday 13/05/20 where a man was knifed to death during a brawl in broad daylight 

on a busy central London street in Southwark yesterday afternoon - 30 minutes before a stabbing 

four miles away. Many of these incidents take place on busy streets in broad daylight and could 

cause trauma for passers-by. Due to the corona virus situation the number of stabbings is falling 

however now that some of the restrictions have eased police officers predict the rates to go back up 

again.  

Actions have been taken to prevent knife crimes such as time in prison and fines however, I think 

that this is not enough of a punishment. As most of the outcomes of this type of violence is fatal and 

among the youth, I think it is important to raise awareness to the youth in schools, social groups etc. 

If the youth are educated on the number of incidents happening and the consequences of this crime 

it would serve as deterrent. Another way to prevent the rise of knife crimes is to increase the 

punishment. If the outcome of the case is fatality the offender could also be called a murderer- in 

the UK if a person is found guilty of murder the court must give them a life sentence. However, the 

maximum sentence for a stabbing for an adult is 4 years. If we increase the severity of the 

punishment it should serve as a larger deterrent for people. I believe that If these measures are put 

in place hopefully the number of cases will drop. 

https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/hull-east-yorkshire-news/year-nomoreknives-how-campaign-helped-2868823
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/london/index.html

