
LGBTQ+ History is Being 

Neglected 
 

 
As a year 9 pupil, I have noticed 

that in the national curriculum 

we learn about the history of 

many different cultures and 

communities, such as the story of 

Rosa Parks, the Vikings, the 

Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, 

studies of Bagdad or Benin in 

primary school and American 

colonies, the French revolution, 

depth studies of the British 

Empire (for example India), 

changing Russian empires and 

China’s Qing dynasty in 

secondary school. However, the 

one topic that is never 

mentioned in our lessons is 

LGBTQ+ history. If we want 

equality in society, then we need 

to learn about the history of all 

main groups in school, without 

this, how can today’s students be 

expected to understand and 

create equality for the LGBTQ+ 

community. I am a part of the 

LGBTQ+ community and I feel 

very strongly that LGBTQ+  

history is just as important as 

French, Nordic, Russian or 

Chinese history, as it is such a 

global community. To tackle this 

issue, we could add LGBTQ+ 

history to the national curriculum 

as it’s own topic or as part of a 

minorities topic. Some parts of 

LGBTQ+ history that could be 

taught are: the Lesbians and Gays 

support the Miners group, 

formed by Mark Ashton and Mike 

Jackson in London, who 

supported the miners in Wales 

though their strikes and the 

 

minors later joined the 1984 

pride festival, the creation of the 

society of human rights in 1924 

by Henry Gerber, Christine 

Jorgensen undergoing the first 

medical transition, the 1969 

Stonewall Riots and the first 

pride march in 1972. Learning 

about LGBTQ+ history is 

important as many people, even 

if they are major parts of the 

LGBTQ+ community do not know 

about how it was formed and can 

also provide encouragement for 

LGPTQ+ students and inform 

heterosexual students about the 

ongoing struggles that the 

LGBTQ+ community faces and 

how to be more accepting and 

support equal rights and 

diversity. Everyone has the right 

to learn about the stories that 

help us to understand ourselves 

and teach of the true diversity of 

the world, as this diversity is 

often hidden in the lessons we 

receive at school. 

Overall, it is essential that 

LGBTQ+ history is taught in 

school alongside the history of 

other minority communities and 

cultures in order to highlight the 

diversity in our community and 

to advance equal rights. If we do 

not know about the past of a 

group, how can we expect to 

create an equal future? 

 

 

 

 

 


