
Plastic Pollution 

 

What is plastic pollution:  Plastic pollution is the accumulation of plastic 

objects and particles in the Earth's environment harming marine life and 

people’s homes and lifestyle. 

91 percent of humanity is using plastic bottles and bags. Americans throw 

away 35 billion plastic bottles on total annually. Several million people and 

children have to live in dumpsites around the world having affects on their 

lifestyle, health and their education. 

Plastic pollution can now be found on every beach in the world, from busy 

tourist beaches to uninhabited, tropical islands. So much of it gets dumped 

mainly in oceans and dumpsites located in Africa and Asia that affects sea life 

and many people living near these dumpsites. 

Only 8.4 percent plastics get recycled and 12 percent gets incinerated which 

also negative climate effects such as releasing carbon dioxide, and which has 

affects on global warming and climate change. 

Plastic pollution has been an issue for 60 years, starting from 1960s. In 1950, 

the world’s population of 2.5 billion produced 1.5 million tons of plastic; in 

2016, a global population of more than 7 billion people produced over 320 

million tons of plastic. This is set to double by 2034. For 80 years plastic has 

been accumulating and putting sea life at risk and causing undeserved 

problems to the people living in dumpsites. 

Plastics consistently make up 60 to 90% of all marine debris studied and 

100,000 marine mammals and turtles and 1 million sea birds are killed by 

marine plastic pollution annually .Recent studies have revealed marine plastic 

pollution in 100% of marine turtles, 59% of whales, 36% of seals and 40% of 

seabird species examined. 

Only we can stop this. The solution is simple, all we must do is stop buying 

plastic items for example, instead of buying plastic bottles everyday buy a 

recyclable bottle and fill it up every day. If we can all achieve this simple task 

then we can make a huge difference to the world, save many sea animals and 

help improve the quality of people’s lives that are living on these dumpsites. 

Yes, it that’s simple.  

Small steps can lead to big destinations. Only we can make a change to the 

world. 

 

 

 

 


