
Climate Change 

What is Climate Change? 

Climate change is the long-term shift in average weather patterns across the 

world. Since the mid-1800s, humans have contributed to the release of carbon 

dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the air. Climate change is one of the 

biggest global environmental issues. This causes global temperatures to rise, 

resulting in long-term changes to the climate. Also, the state of the climate and 

the health of our planet’s living systems are closely linked, and changes in one 

has affected the other. 

Impacts of Climate Change 

Human activity is the main reason of climate change. This has a range of impacts 

on the climate system, ecosystems, and people. Changes due to climate change: 

• Rising ocean levels – Rising temperatures are causing glaciers and ice 

sheets to melt, adding more water to the oceans and causing the ocean 

level to rise. Oceans absorb 90% of the extra heat from global warming: 

warmer water expands, and so our oceans are taking up more space. 

• Ocean acidification – Ocean acidification occurs when the ocean absorbs 

carbon dioxide and becomes more acidic. It is often called the 'evil twin' of 

climate change. 

• Extreme weather events – Climate change is causing many extreme 

weather events to become more intense and frequent, such as heatwaves, 

droughts, and floods. 

• Flooding of coastal regions – Coastal cities are at risk from flooding as sea 

levels continue to rise.  

• Food insecurity – High temperatures, extreme weather events, flooding, 

and droughts can damage farmland. This makes it difficult for farmers to 

grow crops and means that their yield of crops each year is uncertain. 

• Conflict and climate migrants – Climate change is a stress multiplier – it can 

take existing problems, such as lack of food or shelter, and make them 

worse. This can cause people to fight over resources (food, water, and 

shelter), or to migrate. 

• Damage to marine ecosystems – Rising ocean temperatures, ocean 

acidification, and ocean anoxia (lack of oxygen) are damaging to marine life 

such as fish and coral reefs.  

 

 



What can YOU do? How can YOU help? 

We can save our planet and our world, but we need everyone’s help, and 

that includes you! We need to stop destroying forests for intensive 

agriculture such as cattle farming and palm oil plantations, allowing the 

trees to regrow and planting hundreds of millions more. We also need to 

reduce global greenhouse gas emissions and use more renewable things. 

We could help by doing small things like reducing to drive by car and 

instead take public transport or riding a bike. We could all recycle more to 

help. If everyone does small, simple things, this will help to stop climate 

change! Also, you could support and take action in your community and 

help with this cause to make more people aware of the damage and risks 

they are letting climate change affect. 

 Act now! You can help to save the world! You can help to stop climate 

change! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

This article presents what climate change is, how this affects people, the 

eco-system, and the environment and what impacts climate change has 

to everything. It also shows what we can do to help and how we can stop 

climate change.  


