
POVERTY 
What is poverty?  

Poverty is when you do not have enough material possessions or income for a 

person’s needs. Absolute poverty is the complete lack of necessities for basic needs 

such as food, shelter and clothing which can result in extreme hunger, starvation and 

malnutrition and also leaves people vulnerable to diseases like cholera, dysentery, 

and tuberculosis with no access to medicine or healthcare. 

There are actually 6 types of poverty. Situational, generational, absolute, relative, 

urban and rural. Situational poverty is generally caused by a sudden crisis or loss and 

is normally temporary. It is most commonly caused by environmental disasters, 

divorce or sever health problems. Generational poverty occurs in families where at 

least 2 generations have been born into poverty. Those who live in generational 

poverty are not equipped to move out of their situations. Relative poverty refers to a 

family’s economic status, whose income is insufficient in meeting to meeting todays 

average standard of living in society. Urban poverty occurs in metropolitan areas 

with a population of at least 50,000people. They deal with acute stressor such as 

crowding, violence and noise and often rely on the sometimes inadequate large-city 

services. Finally, rural poverty occurs in nonmetropolitan areas with a population 

below 50,000. There are more single-guardian households and families often have 

less access to services such as health care and education. The rural poverty rate is 

growing and has exceeded the urban poverty rates every year since 1960. 

How many people are living in poverty? More than 3 billion people (nearly half the 

world’s population) live on less than $2.50 a day and more than 1.3 billion are living 

in extreme poverty (less than $1.25 a day). As well as this, 1 billion children 

worldwide are living in poverty and according to UNICEF 22,000 children die each day 

because of poverty. 1/3 of deaths a year (approximately 18 million people) are 

caused by poverty. Unemployment is the leading cause of poverty in the US but 

other things like education, inflation, debt epidemic disease, over population, poor 

governance and poor utilization of resources are some of the main causes of poverty. 

Charities like UNICEF, SWIDN and The Hunger Project are working on helping those in 

poverty and hope to end global poverty. What can we do? You can donate or 

volunteer for charities like this or you could volunteer at food shelters or simply 

donate food to food banks all year around not just at harvest and you could donate 

old clothes and toys, books, blankets anything that you no longer need to these 

people that have nothing.  

 


