
Road Quality in the UK 

The poor road quality in the UK is an issue that has been going of for years but was 

not highly publicised until 2018, when it was voted the top overall motor-related 

concern in the UK, overtaking drink driving and phone usage whilst driving. It is 

believed that this is due to too much litter; signage visibility; overgrown foliage; 

broken streetlights; damaged safety barriers and faded lane markings. These issues 

have been acknowledged by 77% of the public who want a chunk of their taxes to go 

towards local road improvements. The government have recognized this and are 

putting £6billion into improving the local roads. Although £6billion may seem like a 

lot, in 2018 22,990 miles across England, Wales and Scotland fell below the 

government standard after an annual survey was taken. These roads are often in 

rural areas and the suburbs where the population density is much lower meaning 

there are less people to look after the roads.  

This issue will affect everyone who travels by car, bus, or taxi and make all journeys 

significantly longer, these longer journeys would force the government to add more 

service stations on the motorway as if people are traveling for long periods of time 

they will need to stop to use the bathroom or buy food for their journey more 

frequently. If these service stations were to be built, it would have to be on 

vegetation, which as most people are aware is a necessity to slow down the process 

of global warming. Cars being on the road for longer would also lead to more 

greenhouse gases and air pollution which does not only contribute to global warming 

but is also bad for our health. 

As well as having detrimental effects on the environment, the road quality is also the 

cause of many car accidents. This is because in some areas in the UK roads have 

deteriorated to the point where they have become dangerous to drive on. For 

example, uneven road surfaces can cause drivers to lose control of their vehicle, 

leading to a crash which could injure the driver, passengers, and pedestrians. 

 


