
AIR 
POLLUTION



What is Environmental 
Pollution ?

Environmental pollution is the 

contamination of the environment by the 

introduction of contaminants which can 

cause harm or discomfort to humans or 

other living species.

It is one of the greatest challenges the 

world is facing today. It began since the 

industrial revolution, causing 

irreparable damage to the earth and it 

has been increasing since then.

Overall, there are 8 types of 

environmental pollutions; air, water, 

land, soil, plastic, noise, light and 

thermal. today we are going to discuss 

one of the major types of pollution; air 

pollution.



AIR POLLUTION

Air pollution is a mix of particles and gases, 
which can reach harmful concentrations 
both indoors and outdoors. Its effects can 
range from higher disease risks to rising 
temperatures. Soot, smoke, mould, pollen, 
methane and carbon dioxide are just a few 
examples of common pollutants.



Causes of Air Pollution

• Sulphur dioxide emitted from the combustion of 
fossil fuels like coal and petroleum is one of the 
major causes of air pollution.

• Ammonia is a very common by product from 
agriculture-related activities and is one of the most 
hazardous gases in the atmosphere. Use of 
insecticides, pesticides, and fertilizers in agricultural 
activities has grown quite a lot. These emit harmful 
chemicals into the air and can also cause water 
pollution.

• Manufacturing industries release a large amount 
of carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, organic 
compounds, and chemicals into the air ,thereby 
depleting the quality of air.



Effects of Air Pollution

Air pollution has been 

linked to higher rates of 

cancer, heart disease, 

stroke, and respiratory 

diseases such as asthma.

Air pollution can also cause 

short-term problems such 

as sneezing and coughing, 

eye irritation, headaches, 

and dizziness. Particulate 

matter smaller than 10 

micrometers pose higher 

health risks because they 

can be breathed deeply 

into the lungs and may 

cross into the bloodstream.

Air pollutants cause less-

direct health effects when 

they contribute to climate 

change. Heat waves, extreme 

weather, food supply 

disruptions, and other effects 

related to increased 

greenhouse gases can have 

negative impacts on human 

health.

Carbon dioxide is the 

most common of the 

greenhouse gases, which 

traps heat in the 

atmosphere and 

contributes to climate 

change. Humans have 

pumped enough carbon 

dioxide into the 

atmosphere over the 

past 150 years to raise 

its levels higher than 

they have been for 

hundreds of thousands of 

years.

Air pollution also causes acid rain, which in turn 

damages trees and turns soil and waterways acidic. 

Higher levels of black carbon and ground-level ozone 

can harm crop yields, worsening famine and poverty.



What can we do about this?

To reduce air pollution, a variety of measures need to be taken, such 
as adding more renewable energy and replacing gasoline-fuelled cars 
with zero-emissions vehicles such as electric ones.

We need to use public transport it is more eco-friendly as it produces 
fewer emissions than single-occupancy vehicles. It also helps reduce 
congestion on roads, which leaves cars idling and giving off gases.

We need to plant more trees. Trees act as the earth’s purification 
system by absorbing airborne chemicals and releasing oxygen. To 
tackle global air pollution, we need to halt deforestation and plant 
billions of trees.

The world’s forests absorb a third of global emissions every year. 
Particles, odors and pollutant gases such as nitrogen oxides, ammonia 
and sulfur dioxide settle on the leaves of a tree. Trees absorb these 
toxic chemicals through their stomata, or ‘pores’, effectively filtering 
these chemicals from the air.


