
CLIMATE CHANGE  

During this time climate change is a monumental crisis, and it is destructing our planet. From Australian 

forest fires, to melting glaciers climate change is targeting us. We need to make a change otherwise our 

planet’s atmosphere will not be steady to protect us from harmful radiations from the sun, resulting in 

severe weather conditions. The severity of climate change and global warming is increasing every day and 

changes are happening to our planet. For example, temperatures are believed to have hit 38oC (100F) in 

one Siberian town after a persistent heatwave. This heatwave was not the beginning of climate change as 

we began to see drastic changes ever since the early 19th century. The history of the scientific discovery of 

climate change began in the early 19th century, when ice ages and other natural changes in climate were 

first suspected and the greenhouse effect was first identified.  

WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE? 

Climate change is the effect of global warming on the Earth. Global 

warming is the ongoing rise of the average temperature of the Earth's 

climate system and has been demonstrated by direct temperature 

measurements and by measurements of various effects of the warming. 

Not only does global warming contribute to the rising of the earth’s 

temperature, it can also contribute to the reduction of heat in some 

places in the world, for example, winter may get colder. The Earth's average temperature is about 15oC but 

has been much higher and lower in the past. There are natural fluctuations in the climate, but scientists say 

temperatures are now rising faster than at many other times.  

CAUSES OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

There are a variety of factors that can contribute to climate change however one of the biggest reasons for 

climate change is the emission of greenhouse gases, most importantly carbon dioxide and methane. These 

are primarily released when fossil fuels are burnt. The emission of greenhouse gases is harmful as it creates 

a layer around the earth that does not let as much sun’s light back through the atmosphere. Subsequently, 

resulting in the build-up of heat. Another cause of climate change is deforestation. Deforestation is the 

clearance or removal of a forest or stand of trees from land which is then 

converted to a non-forest use. Deforestation can involve conversion of forest 

land to farms, ranches, or urban use. The most concentrated deforestation 

occurs in tropical rainforests. This contributes to global warming as the amount 

of plants are reduced. As the amount of plants are reduced: the less plants 

there are to photosynthesise, and therefore a consistent amount of oxygen will not be released however 

carbon dioxide will stagnate. Therefore, greenhouse gases are once again emitted into the air. In addition 

to this deforestation usually occurs in rainforests which are the homes to the largest numbers of 

vegetation therefore many plants are uprooted and killed. There are many more causes to climate change 

for example, agriculture or dumping waste in landfills however the burning of fossil fuels and deforestation 

are the two biggest impacts.    

EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

There are many effects that climate change gives. Firstly, heat, climate change contributes to the heat of 

the world, this is because of global warming, as the atmosphere will not let as much sunlight back out of 

the atmospheric surroundings. Another effect is: natural disasters. Even though the earth is prone to have 

natural disasters. Climate change increases the severity of these natural disasters, and also makes the 

earth more prone to natural disasters. For example, it increases the number of droughts there are, and 



storms become increasingly violent, due to more water vapour being evaporated 

leading to powerful storms. Furthermore, animals’ habitats may get destroyed. This 

is because of global warming, one way in which the homes of animals get destroyed, 

is because of ice caps melting, therefore glaciers will melt, and polar bears’ homes 

get destroyed.  

WHY SHOULD CLIMATE CHANGE BE DEALT WITH? 

There are a variety of reasons why climate change should be dealt with; as such changing conditions put 

our agriculture, health, and water supply at more risk. Consequently, resulting in a poor wellbeing for a 

larger number of people. These particular reasons are important as they sustain our everyday life. 

Furthermore, our economy may be disrupted, resulting in a lower GPD per capita and our society may lose 

developments, as well as the economy and the environment suffering. 

HOW CAN WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

There are a range of ways in which we as a society can make a difference, even if you individually think 

that you are not creating an impact, everyone as a whole can make a difference. Some examples in which 

you can make a difference includes: 

• Trying to use more renewable energy: this will ease climate change as not as 

many fossil fuels will have to get burnt 

• Recycle more often: by recycling more often not as much waste will be 

dumped in landfills therefore the production of methane will decrease and the 

habitats of animals may be protected, for example, turtles 

• Buy sustainable products: this is so that the products will last longer, 

henceforth you will not have to continue purchasing items 

• Reduce your waste: try not to waste materials, especially paper, due to 

deforestation 

• Use energy wisely: for example, you can unplug electronics when you are not using them 

• Purchase more efficient products: for example, LED lights are up to 80% more efficient 

• Help plant trees: there are organisations you can donate to that will plant trees  

 

Overall, climate change is an important issue that we have to tackle, to make sure our planet will thrive 

and will not get damaged. If changes are not made, climate change may become irreversible, and will be a 

permanent issue we can not get rid of, therefore we have to make a change today, to save our planet.   

 

 


