
Deforestation 
 
Trees are vital. As the biggest plants on the planet, they give us oxygen, store carbon, 
stabilise the soil and give life to the world's wildlife. They also provide us with the materials 
for tools and shelter. So why are up to 15 billion trees now being cut down every year across 
the world? More people should start to take action and fight against deforestation. 
 
What is deforestation? 
 
Deforestation is the clearing, destroying, or otherwise 
removal of trees through deliberate, natural, or 
accidental means. It can occur in any area densely 
populated by trees and other plant life, but the most of 
it is happening right now in the Amazon rainforest. 
Areas that were inaccessible in the past are now 
within reach as new roads are constructed through the 
dense forests. A 2017 report by scientists at the 
University of Maryland showed that the tropics lost 
about 61,000 square miles (158,000 square 
kilometers) of forest in 2017. 
 
 
Effects: 

1. Loss of Habitat- 70% of land animals and plant species live in forests, and the 
removal of their homes has a massive impact on them. 

1. Increased Greenhouse Gases- Healthy forests absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, acting as valuable carbon sinks. Deforested areas lose that ability and 
release more carbon. 

2. Water in the Atmosphere- The trees also help control the level of water in the 
atmosphere by helping to regulate the water cycle. In deforested areas, there is less 
water in the air to be returned to the soil. 

3. Destruction of Homeland- the communities who live there and depend on the forest 
to sustain their way of life are also under threat. 

4. No food for animals- Many animals rely on the plants in the forest to eat and survive, 
and of course if the trees are cut down then they have nothing to survive on. 

 

https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/forests/deforestation_fronts2/deforestation_in_the_amazon
https://blog.globalforestwatch.org/data-and-research/2017-was-the-second-worst-year-on-record-for-tropical-tree-cover-loss
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview
https://e360.yale.edu/features/how-deforestation-affecting-global-water-cycles-climate-change


 
Why are forests being destroyed? 
 
Land has other uses besides growing trees. The biggest 
uses of land that was once forested are for farming and 
ranching. Some land is also used for roads and 
buildings, especially in urban areas. As the population 
grows, people need to remove more trees. They also 
use the wood from the trees as lumber to make buildings 
and other things, or they burn the trees as firewood. 
Most deforestation is carried out to clear land for food 
production. This is not a new thing – for instance in the 
UK we largely cleared our natural forests centuries ago 
to create more agricultural land. 
 
 
What can you do to help? 
 

1. Plant a tree- The most straightforward strategy to fight against deforestation. It 
could be considered a lifelong investment into the environment! 

  
2. Buy only sustainable wood products- You can help reduce the demand for more 

logging (especially illegal logging) by ensuring that you only purchase products 
which are certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). 

 
3. Reduce meat consumption- If you choose to reduce the amount of meat you eat, you 

will help lower the global demand for meat and help prevent further destruction of 
forests to make way for more livestock. 

 
4. Raise awareness- Major environmental problems such as deforestation often 

continue to occur because of a lack of awareness and knowledge about the 
problem. 
 

5. Support organizations that fight deforestation- Support organisations like 
Greenpeace, World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Action Network etc. 
 

6. Do not burn firewood excessively- Global forests suffer already a great deal of 
damage from our excessive consumption, when you want to make a fire in your 
fireplace, make sure you burn wood from sustainably managed forests that have 
enough time to naturally regenerate. 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forestry
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farming
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranching
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_area
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lumber
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firewood
https://us.fsc.org/en-us


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


