
The Importance of Endangered species

Abstract

This article explains the importance of endangered species. It explains the effect that they have on 
humans and the planet. It mentions what will happen without these animals. There are examples of 
endangered and extinct animals given. Methods to help save these endangered species are 
presented in this article too.

An endangered species is a species that is very likely to become extinct in the near future, either 
worldwide or in a particular place. Endangered species may be at risk due to factors such as habitat 
loss, poaching and invasive species.  Examples of endangered species include javan rhinoceros, 
vaquita, mountain gorillas, tigers, Asian elephants, orangutans, leatherback sea turtles, snow 
leopards, Irrawaddy dolphins and Atlantic bluefin tuna. These are amongst the most endangered 
species worldwide. However, they are not alone. According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red List of Threatened Species, over 26,500 species are in danger of 
extinction. This includes 40 percent of amphibians, 34 percent of conifers, 33 percent of reef-
building corals, 25 percent of mammals and 14 percent of birds.

While it may seem unimportant if we lose one salamander or rat species, it matters because all 
species are connected through their interactions in a web of life. Healthy ecosystems are more 
productive and resistant to disruptions. The health of an ecosystem is maintained by its plants and 
animals. When species become endangered, it is a sign of an ecosystem’s imbalance. This balance is 
difficult to maintain: the loss of one species often triggers the loss of others. When grey wolves were
hunted to near-extinction in Yellowstone National Park, beaver populations also decreased 
significantly. This is because elk, without the wolf as its predator, grazed more heavily on plants 
needed by beavers for winter survival. A recent study found that extreme environmental change 
could trigger an “extinction domino effect.” One of the study’s authors said, “Because all species are 
connected in the web of life, our paper demonstrates that even the most tolerant species ultimately 
succumb to extinction when the less-tolerant species on which they depend disappear.” A balanced 
and bio diverse ecosystem is one in which each species plays an important role and relies on the 
services provided by other species to survive. So, saving one species means saving its habitat and the
other species that live there too.

The conservation of endangered species is important for humans as well. A well-balanced ecosystem
purifies the environment, giving us clean air to breathe, a healthy water system to support diverse 
marine life, and arable land for agricultural production.

It also provides us with unique plants with medicinal properties, which serve as the foundation of 
our medicines. When ecosystems fail, our own health is at risk. When saving endangered species, we
are ultimately saving ourselves. 

Without animals and organisms, human beings would become extinct because every living thing is 
interdependent on each other. From a small micro organism that fixes the atmospheric nitrogen till 
the blue whale, each and every animal is important to maintain the balance in thin atmosphere. For 
example, all human beings need food for survival which is received from plants and animals. There 
are more non-vegetarians than vegetarians in this world. If all animals would become extinct then 
the whole population of this world depends on the plants for its food. Plants need nutrients to grow 
and the micro-organisms present in the soil decompose the organic matter into nutrients and supply 
it to the plant. If these micro-organisms were also extinct, plants would not be able to grow. As a 
result, humans would die of starvation. Also, if there would be no animals on this earth gradually, 
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the amount of carbon dioxide increases and would cause global warming which in turn destroys the 
ozone layer resulting in humans facing extinction.

In conclusion, endangered species need to be saved due to their importance. Without them, the 
ecosystem becomes unbalanced, the environment is not purified, there is lack of clean air to 
breathe, there is not a healthy water system to support diverse marine life, there is no arable land 
for agricultural production and there are no unique plants needed for medical properties. If species 
become extinct humans will not be able to survive. Endangered species today cannot become extinct
like the Dodo bird, the Great Auk, the Stellers Sea Cow, the Tasmanian Tiger and the Passenger 
Pigeon. 

The conservation and management of threatened and endangered species is a tremendous 
challenge. Because of efforts of federal, state, regional, and local agencies some endangered species 
now have a better chance of survival. The involvement of every individual is essential. Here are ways 
to help save endangered species: 

 Learn about the natural environment and endangered species.

 Make your home wildlife friendly. 

 Plant an indigenous garden. 

 Recycle and only buy from sustainable sources. 

 Slow down when driving.

 Never purchase goods made from endangered species. 

 Protect wildlife habitats.

 Adopt an endangered species.

 Join a conservation group.

 Donate to a conservation group.


