
We Can Overcome Poverty!  

“Nobody knows, ‘til they’ve been in that person’s shoes, what life is like. A light could conk out, the gas could conk out, and 

they’ve got a choice – do I buy my kids breakfast tomorrow, or do I put £5 in that gas meter?” 

Mother, Scotland, Life on Benefits – Poverty Truth Commission 

Abstract:  

This article draws attention to the issue of global poverty and the situation of the world today. It also offers some ways people 

can help end global poverty. 

Take a moment to think about what you ate today. Every day when you have something to eat or drink, do you think of people 

homeless on the streets, those who haven't eaten for days? Do you think of people, who starve and yet still work, who would 

give anything away to be in your position?   

Worldwide, 1 in 2 children live in poverty and many more don’t get adequate shelter, good education, access to clean water or 

health services. However, it’s not just other countries, poverty is among us. In the UK alone, over 20% of the population live in 

poverty.  

But the world is changing, according to estimates (given by the world bank in 2015), 10% of the world’s population or 734 

million people lived on less than $1.90 a day. This has decreased by nearly 36% since 1990! These statistics prove that all your 

efforts have made a difference.  

Your help is crucial, especially now, in this unprecedented time. Due to COVID-19, the world has been shaken and the world 

poverty goals won't be met by 2030 as it is hard to reach out and help those in need. The New York Times also reported 

"Millions Had Risen Out of Poverty. Coronavirus Is Pulling Them Back" A recent article stated that this is the first times since 

1998 that there has been an increase in poverty rates. They also warned that by the end of the year, nearly half a billion people 

may slip into destitution. Mr. Banerjee, the M.I.T. professor, said. “There will be groups of people who climbed up the ladder 

and will now fall back. There were so many fragile existences, families barely stitching together an existence. They will fall into 

poverty, and they may not come out of it.” 

It is very difficult for one to escape the poverty cycle, and it wastes the potential of people. 

So, what can you do to change the world?  

You could raise awareness about the issue. Social media plays an important part in everyone's lives, these days. You could use it 

as a voice for a social cause.  

Or you could even take action on your own by sponsoring a family or raising money and donating to a non-profit organisation. 

Even 1 pound would make a difference. Donating old clothes, furniture and toiletries can also help improve the well-being of the 

poor. 

Contribute to charity, bring happiness into the lives of those in need, and poverty will be eliminated sooner.  

 


