
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
What is climate change? 
 
The Earth’s average temperature is around 15 degrees 

Celsius but this temperature has been lower in the past 
and is increasing due to climate change. One cause is the 

greenhouse effect: energy from the sun is trapped in the 

Earth’s atmosphere by carbon dioxide. The more carbon 
dioxide is released 

into the 

atmosphere, the 
more heat is 

trapped and the 

hotter the Earth 

will get. 

Temperatures will 

continue to increase if no action is taken and it will affect 
all future generations. There are numerous effects global 

warming will have and we need to avoid these at all 

costs. 

What are some of the effects of 
global warming? 
 

 It will lead to an increase in average 

temperatures and temperature extremes. 

 It is likely that we will experience more extreme 

weather events. 

 There will be less snow cover and sea ice will 
melt, causing problems for animals like polar 

bears. 

 Sea levels will rise and the acidity of the 

seawater will increase 

Higher temperatures have many consequences. It means 

that the atmosphere can collect, retain and drop more 
water, changing weather patterns so wet areas become 

wetter and dry areas become drier. There will be an 

increasing number of droughts and prolonged dry spells. 
In addition, a warmer planet is good for foodborne and 

waterborne illnesses and disease-carrying insects such as 

fleas. 

The number of intense storms, floods, wildfires and other 

extreme weather events will increase due to global 

warming. Heavy rainfall will cause streams, rivers and 
lakes to overflow which will damage property and 

contaminate drinking water. The higher temperatures will 

result in dust storms, extreme heat events and jeopardize 

access to clean drinking water. 

Global warming causes snow and ice to melt and this 
causes even more warming and also means that the sea 

level rises more. 

Loss of ice 

affects polar 
bears, walruses, 

arctic foxes, 

snowy owls and 
lots more 

animals.  

 

Sea levels will rise and it will have horrible effects on 

coastal habitats and could cause wetland flooding. It will 

lead to lost habitats for fish, birds and plants. 

There are many more effects of global warming 
including dirtier air, higher wildlife extinction rates, and 

higher death rates. 

 

“Climate change is real. It is 
happening right now, it is the most 
urgent threat facing our entire species 
and we need to work collectively 
together and stop procrastinating.” 

- Leonardo Di Caprio 
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What can you do to stop climate 
change? 
 

- You can donate to fight climate change. There 

are many climate action groups you can donate 

to who will actively fight to combat climate 

change. 

- You can eat less meat. Meat and dairy 

production is responsible for 14% of global 
climate-changing emissions. Plant-based diets 

may be better as too much meat is also bad for 

your health. 

- You can travel in different ways. Cars increase 

air pollution and petrol and diesel cars release 

lots of bad emissions. Try cycling or walking or 

maybe travelling by bus or train. 

- You can use renewable energy sources. Although 
it can get expensive, using solar power or wind 

power makes a huge difference, just switch to a 

green-energy provider. 

 

What is happening with climate 
change and Covid-19? 
 

Due to Covid-19 carbon emissions have hugely 

decreased more than from any war, recession or previous 

pandemic. But even though we will see a massive fall in 
CO2 emissions, the concentrations of carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere warming the planet won’t stabilize until 

the world reaches net-zero.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1. The concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) in 

our atmosphere, as of May 2020, is the highest 

it has been in human history. 

 

2. 2019 was the second warmest year on record. 

In fact, the five warmest years in the 1880–

2019 record have all occurred since 2015. 

 

3. Eleven percent of all global greenhouse gas 

emissions caused by humans are due to 

deforestation. 

 

4. Eleven percent of the world’s population is 

currently vulnerable to climate change impacts 

such as droughts, floods, heat waves, extreme 

weather events and sea-level rise. 

 

5. 189 countries have ratified the 2015 Paris 

Agreement, agreeing to limit global warming 

and adapt to climate change, partly by 

protecting nature. 

 

6. US$ 140 billion per year 

This is what it would take to make the 

changes humanity needs to adapt to a 

warming world. It may sound like a lot, but 

it’s less than 0.2% of global GDP. And the 

cost will only increase the longer we take to 

act ambitiously. 


